
WARRANT OFFICER 
HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 

(formerly Warrant Officers Heritage Foundation) 
 
 
 
 
 

An Independent 501 (c) (3) Non-Profit. 
 

Preserving Army Warrant Officer History ™ 
since 2003. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Hello!  I am CW5 Retired Al Curving, and I would like to talk to you today about the Warrant Officer Historical Foundation.I respectfully request that questions be held until the end of this presentation. On May 29, 2003, then U. S. Army Warrant Officers Association (USAWOA) President CW5 Frank Meeks appointed the initial Directors of the Foundation.  They were CW5 (Ret) David Welsh, Director, Incorporator and Registered Agent; CW4 (Ret) Ronald Whalen, Director; and CW4 (Ret) Carl Burnett, Director.  These appointed Directors elected two additional Directors who were CW4 (Ret) Cletus McKeown and CW5 (Ret) Thomas Piatti. In June 2003, a decision was made by USAWOA to transfer their Warrant Officer Museum Fund to the Foundation.   Thereby, it was hoped to provide a much broader appeal to potential donors, as well as, broader latitude for the utilization of funds.Earlier this year, the name of the Foundation was legally changed from the Warrant Officer Heritage Foundation to the Warrant Officer Historical Foundation.Next slide please.



DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
EXTERNAL DIRECTORS 
 
CW5 (Ret) Richard C. Markle 
Board Chairman 
 
CW5 (Ret) Gary R. Nisker 
Vice Chairman 
 
CW2 (Ret) Benjamin Gottfried 
 
CW5 (Ret) Franklin D. Meeks 
 
CW5 (Ret) Albert G. Curving 
 
CW5 (Ret) David Ratliff 

CORPORATE OFFICERS 
 
CW5 (Ret) David P. Welsh 
President & Director 
 
CW4 (Ret) Donald E. Hess 
Vice President & Director 
 
CW5 (Ret) Thomas Piatti 
Secretary & Director 
 
CW5 (Ret) Donald Woodruff 
Treasurer & Director 
 
(All serve on BOD w/Vote) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 There are presently six (6) External Directors and four (4)  Corporate Officers, ten (10) directors in all.  Most likely you will recognize some or all of the these retired Warrant Officers. All serve without compensation. Next slide please.



MISSION & GOALS 

• Raise & Manage funds on hand 
• Publish WO History Book Editions 
• Raise awareness about Warrant Officers 
• Erect Memorials to Fallen Comrades 
• Design & construct a Historical Exhibit 
• Participate in Joint 100th WO Birthday 

Commemoration efforts  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 The overarching mission is to “Preserve and educate our fellow military and the general public about the long and rich history of the Army Warrant Officer .” The individual goals are show here. (Pause) Next slide please.



ACHIEVEMENTS TO DATE 
• Incorporated in Virginia 
• IRS 501 (c) (3) Non-Profit Status 
• Warrant Officer History Book  
• Donation to NMUSA Veterans Hall 
• Launched https://WarrantOfficerHistory.org 

• NMUSA Entrance Walkway Paver Bricks 
• 96th WO Birthday Historical Posters 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Achievements noted to date are show here: The Foundation is Incorporated in Virginia and approved by the IRS as a    501 (c) (3) Non-Profit Public Charity. In 2006, "WARRANT The Legacy of Leadership as a Warrant Officer" history book was released. This Book is now sold out. In 2009, the Foundation presented a $5,000 Grant as a sponsor of the planned Veterans Hall in the National Museum of the U.S. Army. The Foundation website contains an online Warrant Officer History In 2014 the Foundation purchased five (5) Paver Bricks for the entrance walkway to the planned National Museum of the U.S. Army (NMUSA) for four (4) Warrant Officer Medal of Honor recipients (1 WWII and 3 Vietnam), the one and only Warrant Officer Astronaut. Also in 2014 the Foundation issued three 96th Warrant Officer Birthday Historical Posters.  One was created by CW5 Roy Mitchell in Afghanistan who collaborated with the Foundation on the  content. Next slide please.



PROJECTS IN PROCESS 

• Support 100th WO Birthday Committee 
• Annual WO Historical Posters 
• 100th WO Birthday Press Releases 
• Bench at Casemate Museum 
• Other Memorial Benches 
• 100th WO Birthday History Book 
• 100th WO Birthday Historical Exhibit 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 The Foundation collaborates with USAWOA on the 100th WO Birthday Joint Commemoration Committee.  Foundation representatives are Dave Welsh, Al Curving, and Ben Gottfried. WO Historical Posters will be created and distributed for the 97th,  98th,  99th, and 100th WO Birthdays. Press Releases and articles will be produced for the 100th Birthday. We are coordinating with the Fort Monroe Authority and the Casemate Museum for placement of a four foot (4’) granite bench engraved with an Eagle Rising and “Fort Monroe, the birthplace of the Army Warrant Officer in the Mine Planter Service of the Coast Artillery.” We are still exploring the possibility of placing granite benches at other locations. The Foundation will prepare and distribute a 100th WO Birthday History Book.  We are meeting with publishers and more information will follow. On the next slide we will discuss a change in direction regarding the proposed 100th WO Historical Exhibit.�



CHANGE IN DIRECTION 

• NMUSA - a Public/Private Partnership 
• AHF – Private Partner Raising Funds 
• Congressional Appropriations release 
• More fund raising still needed 
• Ground Breaking hoped for 2015 & 

Museum Opening delayed to 2018 
• Possibility of further delays  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 The National Museum of the U.S. Army is a Public/Private Partnership with Congressional Appropriations serving as the public partner and the Army Historical Foundation (AHF) serving as the private partner. The AHF needs to raise 33 million dollars more  to meet the thresh hold to trigger release of Appropriations for groundbreaking and clearing of the museum site. The Museum delays make the design and construction of the WO Historical Foundation’s planned exhibit risky in the event the opening date is further delayed beyond our 100th Birthday in 2018. Next slide please.



HISTORICAL EXHIBIT 
• Change direction from large 100th 

WO Birthday exhibit at NMUSA 
• To several two-sided 4’ x 6’ exhibits 
• Multiple high traffic locations 
• WOHF Eagle Rising Supporters are 

invited to propose locations 
• WOHF to fund the design, construction, 

& shipment to exhibit locations 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 In order to be good stewards of the donations received to date, the Foundation Board of Directors has decided to drop the plan for one (1) large and costly WO Historical exhibit at the yet-to-be-built National Museum of the U.S. Army (NMUSA).  Instead the Foundation will design and construct smaller exhibits and arrange to place them at multiple high traffic locations. The smaller exhibits at multiple locations will provide Army WO History exposure throughout the US and possibly OCONUS. An example of locations include, but are not limited to, the Airborne and Special Forces Museum in Fayetteville, NC; the Casemate Museum in Fort Monroe, VA; the Gold Rush Chapter Memorial in Sacramento, CA; Fort Hood, TX; Fort Leonard Wood, MO; the Army Women’s Museum in Fort Lee, VA; and others proposed by major donors to the Foundation.  Next slide please.



EXHIBIT CONCEPT 
(A freestanding 4’ wide by 6’ tall two sided exhibit panel) 

(Front) 

U.S. Army Warrant Officer 
July 9, 1918 – July 9 2018 

(Eagle Rising Insignia) 
 

(Historical Timeline of 
 major events) 

 
 

(Current WO rank insignia) 
(Branch Insignia) 

  

(Reverse) 

Eagle Rising Supporters 
 

(listing of names) 
 
Organizational   Individual 
    Supporters    Supporters 

 
 

(listing of names) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 This slide shows a design concept for the change in exhibit. Please note a listing of donors is proposed on the reverse. As stated earlier, the Foundation will fund the design, construction, and possible transportation to the exhibit site. Exhibits are proposed to be retained and/or disposed of locally. They will not be returned to the foundation. Next slide please. 



THANK YOU 
• We are grateful for your past support and donations. 

 

• Additional donations may be made by credit card on 
the Interactive Portal at https://usawoa.net and 
clicking on the Renewals and Online Store, or send 
your donation addressed to the Warrant Officer 
Historical Foundation, c/o USAWOA, 462 Herndon 
Parkway, Suite 207, Herndon, VA 20170-5235.   
 

• To view WO History on line, and for more information 
please visit https://WarrantOfficerHistory.org.   

    You can contact us at wohf-2003@verizon.net. 
 

• HOOAH!  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Thank you for your past support.  Additional donations are welcomed and will help us expand our reach to tell the Army WO story. More information regarding the WO Historical Exhibit and the 100th Anniversary WO History Book will be provided when it becomes available.Subject to any questions, this concludes the Warrant Officer Historical Foundation briefing. I will be available for just a short time yet; but will be leaving for New Jersey in a couple of hours. Thank you and God bless you. HOOAH!
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